
Divorce can be an emotionally painful and a complicated process. There are

many financial challenges associated with ending a marriage and you will be

asked to make some very important financial decisions. Some of these

decisions may impact your financial well-being for many years after the

marriage has ended. I will provide you with valuable information and advice,

specifically tailored to meet your needs. 

 

It may seem that adding one more professional is costly. The services

outlined in this packet are necessary in order to make informed decisions. 

 We have been involved in over 200 divorce cases in various capacities,

including: expert witness; consultant in dissolution cases; mediator; neutral

consultant working with couples jointly; and as a joint neutral in Collaborative

Law cases. 

 

We hope you find this information helpful.  If you should have any questions,

please let us know.

 

Contact Susan Moussi at: susan@smdtaxanddivorce.com

INTRODUCTION
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A divorce financial professional will provide valuable information and advice specifically tailored to meet your

needs.  Here are just a few ways your divorce financial professional can be of value:
 

Assist With or Gather Financial Data
Organization of your financial information is critical in keeping the process

efficient.  Whether this information is used for court filings or for meetings to negotiate a settlement, it is

important to know: what you own; what you owe; the sources of income; and the family’s expenses.  You will be

working with these facts to develop a plan.  
 

Educate
It is important to make informed decisions. Your divorce financial professional will work with you so that you will

better understand the issues related to your financial matters.  Wondering how child-related tax deductions will

be impacted?  Need help with

understanding and working with employer-provided stock options?  Need to access retirement plans?  These

discussions will be part of your meetings.
 

Assist in Identifying Your Goals
Discuss, identify, and prioritize your financial goals.  Some goals may be more short-term, like meeting on-going

expenses during this process.  Others will be more long-term, like what to do with the house. While one may not

be able to realize all goals, this is an important first step.  Over time, goals may change over the course of

discovery and analysis.
 

Advice and Reports Regarding the Division of Your Assets & Liabilities
Who keeps what?  How do you decide?  Using the goals and the facts that have been identified, your divorce

financial professional can explore with you the various options regarding the division of the assets and

liabilities.  Areas to discuss include after-tax value of your assets, the financial pros and cons of various options,

and the impact of these choices to your future cash flow.  An example of report is enclosed.

SERVICES PROVIDED
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Review of Future Cash Flow
After identifying the sources of income, one then looks at other factors that are part of cash flow:  income taxes

and expenses.  Expenses for the future will look different from the past.  Insurances, such as health insurance,

tend to go up as one of the spouses may seek out an individual policy, when no longer able to stay on the family

plan.  Consult with a tax adviser, when you have a change in your filing status, for advice on tax withholdings or

estimated tax payments. An example of report is enclosed.
 

Parenting Plan
When non-adult children are involved, there will be decisions about their care and financial support.  Parents

may want, or need, additional assistance in making decisions about the parenting plan.  We will discuss

appropriate professional options to assist with the parenting plan.
 

Communication with Your Attorney
A divorce financial professional does not provide legal advice.  Sound legal advice is necessary and can’t be

provided by a non-attorney.  Only with your signed authorization, the Firm’s reports and analyses can be shared

with your attorney so that they may better assist you.
 

Post-Divorce Matters
Depending on the complexity of your financial matters, there may be post-divorce matters to discuss.  Transfers

of investments, transfers of retirement plans, and tax filing status change are some of the post-divorce matters

that occur after the divorce is final.  A divorce financial professional can provide you with advice with regards to

these matters.

SERVICES, continued
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There are several options for pursuing one’s divorce.  You will discuss with your attorney the available legal

processes.  The process you choose should be one that fits your: level of conflict; financial complexity; legal

complexity; level of knowledge regarding finances; level of independent decision-making you are comfortable

with, to name a few.  We are trained in non-adversarial processes.  Therefore, we provide the following

processes:
 

Divorce Consultant 
An experienced divorce financial professional will assist decision-making by providing financial and tax

information.  Individuals may be working with another mediator and/or attorney for reaching agreements with

their spouse and only need information.  This may be done with either one individual or a couple.
 

Mediation
One neutral professional will assist two or more individuals using a highly structured, comprehensive process to

identify the issues, options for resolutions, and agreed-upon outcomes.  This process may work best for those

individuals who are able to represent themselves at the mediation table and will consult with their attorney

outside the mediation meetings.  At times, attorneys may be present.
 

Co-Resolution
Two conflict coaches will assist two individuals using a highly structured, comprehensive process to identify the

issues, options for resolutions, and agreed-upon outcomes.  This process may work best for those individuals

who may want their own individual coach at the mediation table with them.
 

Collaborative Divorce
Typically, this is a team of divorce professionals: two attorneys, one financial neutral, and one neutral coach. 

Divorce is legal, involves finances, and is emotional, so all three professions are involved in varying degrees. 

This is a highly structured, comprehensive process to identify the issues, options for resolutions, and agreed-

upon outcomes.

THE PROCESS
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 Invoices will be submitted to the Client after each meeting, which will be based on the firm’s standard hourly rate for this type of

service, as outlined in the engagement letter.

Invoice submitted for the first meeting will include:

Subsequent invoices will include meeting time and any work done in between meetings, including but not limited to:

Retainer:

The fee for the services outlined will be at a fixed cost. The fee is earned immediately and will be deposited upon receipt and is not

subject to a refund. The fee will be earned if the services outlined are performed, even if you are unable to reach full agreement.  If you

are not able to reach full agreement, no final reports will be issued. 

This fee does not include any fees related to the work of other professionals whose assistance may be required to complete my

negotiations or settlement (i.e, real estate appraisers, lawyers, child specialists, accountants, business valuators or any other expert

or professional). 

No invoices will be submitted

Divorce is expensive. There are, of course, ways in which an individual can help keeps costs

as low as possible: be organized; be timely in providing requested information; avoid rescheduling meetings;

be prepared by working with a professional on the feelings you are having and by spending time considering

the financial options that are available.   Our initial meeting together will be used to determine: which services

are to be provided; which elected process has been chosen; the areas in which agreements are needed

(property division, support, parenting plan, etc); the financial complexity of your matter; and assessment of

current conflict level.  With this information, we will provide options for determining the cost:
 

Hourly Rate/Retainer

 

            -time spent reviewing documents provided prior to the first meeting

                  -time spent preparing initial reports for the first meeting

-Review and/or response to e-mails

-Review of additional documents provided

-Additional reports and revisions to reports

-The Firm’s customary practice, in divorce consulting engagements, is to receive a retainer.  The retainer may not pay all fees and

costs necessary to complete the consultation.
 

-Should the initial retainer be consumed, The Firm may require additional retainers in an amount deemed necessary.  The retainer

will be deducted from the first bill and any remaining balance will be paid within 30 days.  Any part of the retainer which is not

used will be refunded.

Flat Fees

FEES
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Susan Moussi, CPA, CFP®, CDFA is a graduate of The Ohio

State University, Columbus, OH. Her 30+ year career as an

accountant includes expertise in conducting audits, tax

planning and preparation, payroll tax services, and

compilation of financial statements. Susan has been

involved in more than 300 cases in various roles,

including:

ABOUT SUSAN MOUSSI
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expert witness in divorce and dissolution matters

joint neutral in mediation and collaborative matters

mediator consultant

Susan maintains the following licenses:

Certified Public Accountant (CPA) since 1990

Certified Financial Planner ® (CFP) since 1999

Certified Divorce Financial Analyst (CDFA) since 2002

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA)

Ohio Society of Certified Public Accountants (OSCPA)

Institute of Certified Divorce Financial Analysts (IDFA)

International Academy of Collaborative Professionals (IACP)

Central Ohio Academy of Collaborative Divorce Professionals (COACDP)

Ohio Mediation Association (OMA)

Financial Therapy Association

 

Susan has worked in public accounting for more than 30 years and continues to provide tax services to

individuals and small business.
 

 

In addition to the licenses, Susan obtained training and certification in Collaborative Family Law and

Mediation. 
 

Susan is a member of the following professional organizations:
 

 


